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Nick Watson
By Jon Kingdon

For those looking to get away
for their Christmas and New
Year’s break, Gillette,
Wyoming, located in the
northeast section of the state,
would not be most people’s
first choice. However, for a
boys or girls high school bas-
ketball team, it was the place
to be to compete in the 23rd
Energy Classic Holiday Bas-
ketball Tournament, which is
what the Miramonte basket-
ball teams did from Dec. 31
to Jan.4.

The idea for the tourna-
ment came about because
Campbell County High
School in Gillette had such
dominant girls and boys bas-
ketball teams. Each team
had won nine state champi-
onships between 1992 and
2004.

“We started the tourna-
ment because Campbell
County was so good,” said
Dave Olsen, co-chairman of
the Energy Classic Commit-
tee. “We couldn’t get any
home games in town. No one
would schedule nonconfer-
ence games up here. They
only had five home games
one year which is what
sparked the idea for the En-
ergy Classic.”

Most of the teams that
compete in the Energy Clas-
sic are from west of the Mis-
sissippi, and the 2020 event
comprised eight teams from
Wyoming, California, Idaho,
Oregon, Nevada and Canada.

To attract the top teams to
Gillette, the tournament pays
for 10 meals for the teams,
helps out with the motel
rooms, tries to set up off-time
activities and provides a host
family for each of the teams.
“Gillette, Wyoming is not a
December Christmastime
destination so we try to help
the teams out,” said Olsen.

The Miramonte girls
team had played in this tour-
nament before but this was
the first time for the boys.
Shortly after he was hired by
Miramonte, boys head coach
Chris Lavdiotis learned not
only of the tournament but
also that both the boys and
girls teams were going to
play there: “When I saw it on
the schedule, I went up to
Kelly (Sopak) and he told me
that it was a wonderful
event. Isaid great but I have
only one question: Are the
boys and girls teams staying
at different hotels? When he
said yes they were, I said
that’s one less headache for
me.”

The temperatures in
Gillette, which ranged from
20 to 35 degrees, were a con-
cern going in. “The view fly-
ing into Denver and then to
Gillette was really good,” said
senior Matt Meredith.
“When we got off the plane
in Gillette, it was really cold
and a shock to us.”

Junior Niyi Olabode
echoed Meredith’s reactions:
“We were not that used to
the cold. The moment we
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came out of the plane, there
was snow on the ground and
it was cold with a lot of flat-
land. Still, it was good to see
a different environment.”
All of the games were
played at Gillette Community
College’s Pronghorn Center.
“We were all very impressed
with the arena,” said Ola-
bode. “There was free ad-
mission and it was very well
supported by the people.”
There was a real oppor-
tunity for bonding for the
team, said Meredith: “We
went bowling one night as a
team and we were able to
really focus on basketball.
When we were not playing
in a game or watching our
girls team play, we were
watching game films.”
Basketball is basketball

but in Wyoming and in many

other states, there is no shot
clock as there is in Califor-
nia: “We did not let the lack

of a shot clock affect us,” said

Olabode.

Lavdiotis has made it a
point this season to use his
entire roster and after eight
games, there were nine play-
ers that have averaged at
least ten minutes per game.
This strategy worked out
well in Wyoming for Mira-
monte: “Up here with the al-
titude at 4,500 feet, the play-
ers were getting gassed a lit-
tle bit sooner so we were ro-
tating players in and out,”
said Lavdiotis. “We were

giving our players 3-4 minute

bursts and if any of the play-

ers showed any wind, we
would get them out and give
them a drink and then get
them back into the game.”

Even with good game
preparation, the Matadors
lost their opening game to
South Eugene (Oregon) by a
score of 61-57 due to a num-
ber of missed free throws
and assignments. Mira-
monte came back to win
their final two games against
the aforementioned Camp-
bell County 62-40 and Ben-
son Tech (Portland) 57-49.

The Miramonte girls
were playing shorthanded
when Mia Mastrov fell ill and
was sent home. The girls lost
their opening game to Or-
angewood Academy (Garden
Grove, California) by a score
of 63-62 but came back to
defeat Campbell County 66-
42 and Bishop Gorman (Las
Vegas, Nevada) 59-53.

The tournament was an

.

Mia Mastrov

AL LD

educational experience for
Lavdiotis and the team: “I
learned that my team can
receive honest criticism
when it’s candid and direct.
Our communication skills
picked up after the loss in
our first game.”

For Lavdiotis, Gillette is a
nice place to visit but ... “This
has been a great venue and
everything was first class.
It’s been a great experience
and a top notch tournament.
The people up here have
been fabulous and very wel-
coming. The crowds have
been great. Gillette Commu-
nity college is really nice. It’s
a good venue with every-
thing being first class. I love
exploring places but I would
not make this trip every
year. There are a lot of good
tournaments locally so re-
turning to Gillette might be
something that we could do
every few years.”
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| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Reliable caregiver at your service!
Available 24/7, live-in or hourly,
short or long hours ok. Reliable,
flexible schedule, highly experi-
enced in all areas of caregiving.
Call Ava 925-360-9860.

Furniture Restoration

Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.(Cardonarestoration.com

$10 per 1/2” classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

ll GresivingSenvice " insurance

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc. Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOBTOO SMALL

OPEN 24/7
Please call Carlos Toledo
I 925-872-0422

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Rototilling

==+ Ken’s Rototilling
m— « 4W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com




